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Research Centre hosts candidates forum

By Jon Muldoon
Emithers/intarior Nows

The Bulkley Valley
Research Centre hosted
an all candidates forum
in the lobby of the new
Northwest  Commu-
nity College campus
last Wednesday, with
a focus on natural and
cultural resource and
research  issucs  Most
of the candidates for
Smithers town council,
mayor of Smithers, and
Area A for the Regional
District of Bulkley-
Nechako were in atten-
dance. Council candi-
date Scott Groves was
unable to attend due
1o work commitmenis,
while council candidate
Ken While took part
over the phone from a
work trip to Victoni.

The Research Cen-
ires program manager
Rick Budhwa kicked
off the event, first sum-
ming up the BVRC, not-
ing that “we essentially
do science in the public
interest.” Each candi-
date was gven three
“hard-eamed  rescarch
dollars™ which they
could spend to answer

questions. A duck call
was used for the one-
minute response cutoff,
and mayoral candidates
Cress Farrow and Tay-
lor Bachrach shared a
pot of tea, sciting the
stage for a unique can-
didate forum.

The frst question
asked about the role of
research and innovation
in the local economy.

Council candidate
Ken White, who is an
entomologist with the
provincial government,
said he thinks the key to
local research is sharing
it with the community,
so thcy can use it to
make better decisions

“I don't think | can
emphasize enough
the importance of re-
search,” he said.

RDBN Arca A can-
didate Shelley Browne
agreed on the impor-
tance of local rescarch.

“We need to have
science  based decision
making...we have a
huge brain trust in this
valley and we need to
rely on that,” she said.

Council candidate
Mike Sawyer said local
government should en-

courage people in other
ficlds to base them-
selves in Smithers, par-
ticularly those with jobs
that can be done from
anywhere.

“Its a very good
place to live, and there's
no reason people can’t
be localed here rather
than Vancouver or Se-
attle or Calgary” he
said.

Another  question
asked about what re-
search the BVRC could
undertake to help local
governments make de-
cisions related to the im-
pacts of a large growth
spurt in the northwest.

Council candidate
Pauline Goertzen said
she’s already secing the
ncgative impact of pop-
ulation jumps in other
northwest  communi-
tics, many of which saw
it coming and didn'l
prepare.

“I think we should
hurry up on this, to tell
you the truth,” she said.

Council candidate
Cheryl Ann Stahel said
an ignoned aspect of
resource-based  econo-
mics is the huge wage
gap between well-paid

men working in the
field, and low-wage-
carning women work-
ing in the town. A sud-
den increase in resource

cmployment could
make that problem
much worse.

“The impact on the

social structure here is
incredible, and if we
had 1,000 people come
1o Smithers, we do not
have the amenities or
the social services to
support those people”
she said.

See FORUM onp AIS
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RDBN candidates asked about zoning powers

FORUM from p. A9
Councll candidate
Bill Goodacre agreed
that an increase in pop-
ulation would result in
Smithers facing chal-
lenges that haven't had
to be dealt with in the
past, but also said there
are other social issucs
that will need to be dealt
with in coming years
“Theres another
phenomenon.  happen-
ing in our communily,
and that's an aging pop-

ulation,” he said.

Both mayoral can-
didates said they'd like
to se¢ more research
on the current status
of the Bulkley Valley,
which would be needed
first before dealing with
a possible population
spike.

“We need someone
to collect all the infor-
mation currently out
there” said incumbent
Cress Farrow. He said
he'd also like 1o see re-

search that can be used
to support the case for
resource revenue shar-
ing al lhe municipal
Jevel,

“The key thing for
us s that we haven't felt
those impacts yel, so [
think what the research
centre should focus on
perhaps is baseline in-
formation, so that we
can understand the cur-
rent status of our com-
munity,” said Taylor
Bachrach.

Incumbent council-
lor Charlie Northrup
suggested to the BVRC
that they might research
the impact of expanding
the boundanes of local
government to cover a
single arce from Moric-
etown to Hungry Hill.

“We should probably
all be one community,
under one governing
body, 5o the rural people
who have their concerns
can vote and be part of
it,” he said, and address-

ing Telkwa's incumbent
mayor Carman Graf,
added *and that might
even mean absorbing
Telkwa.™

A question specifi-
cally for RDBN Arca
A candidates asked
about the use of zoning
powers to enhance en-
vironmental protection
of ecologically sensitive
areas such as creek-side,
stream-side and npar-
ian areas

Arer A candidate

Eugene Bekar said he
thinks that’s a power the
RDBN should take ad-
vantiage of.

“I'think the Regional
District should be in-
volved in something of
that nature,” he said.

Incumbent  Stoney
Stoltenberg pointed out
that most of those areas
are covered under pro-
vincial junisdiction.

“Having said that,
the Regional Dis-
trict doss do zoning,

and were very strin-
gent about the zoning
around lakes and water
courses, mainly because
once you damage these
areas, youcan't get them
back,” he said.

Incumbent  coun-
cillor Norm Adomeit
talked about resource
managemenl nescarch
priorities,  promoting
a balance between the
economy and the envi-
ronment.

See FORUM onp. A25
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“1 believe in using
resources, but I also
believe in managing
resources so we'll have
those resources in the
future and forever,” he
sitid.

Candidates  were
also asked about strat-
egies for dealing with
climate change.

Council candidate
Phil Brienesse said
provincial legislation
on carbon oflsets has
changed the priority
of municipal govern-
ment in dealing with
the issue.

*Whether or not
you believe in climate
change 1s now almost

\
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irrelevant,” he said.
“It's going Lo cost our
communily  money
now to deal with our
carbon offsets, and
because we've been so
Lurdy, Lo pul it politely,
on moving forward,
its going to cost us a
lot of money.™

Incumbent  coun-
cillor Mark Bandstra
tried to keep the focus
during environmental
discussions on issucs
that a town council is
able to deal with.

“I'd like to call my-
self’ a reasonable envi-
ronmentalist. It's nice
to talk about pipelines
etcetera, but we have
work and business Lo

TR

do within our own
environment here,” he
said. The towns pri-
orities might “not be
quite as emotional as
pipelines, but they're
Just is important.”

Council candidate
Dan Mesec said coun-
cil needs to be pre-
pared for issucs thal
affect the people of
Smithers.

“We have a number
of challenging issues
that are going to be
coming up in the next
few wyears here, and
I think our council
needs to..be focused
on the things that af-
fect the local commu-
nity and the local tax

Andrew Hudson
Nnterdor News

Candidates  speak
at a Bulkley Valley
Research Centre-
hosted all candidates
forum.

Candidates asked about climate change

payers,” he said.

Incumbent council-
lor Frank Wray men-
tioned some specific is-
sues that need research,
and need to be dealt
with by the next town
council,  emphasiz-
ing that council is the
place to deal with the
detail issues, nol nec-
essarily the big issucs
affecting the area.

“We have little prob-
lems. They're boring
problems, but we need
research into them,”
he said. “I know we're
pretty close 1o needing
a new sewage lagoon.
It's not a sexy problem
at all, but its a prob-
lem."”





